April 10, 2011
Summary of how Cornyn, Hutchison and Poe voted this past week: 

Senate 
Presidential War Pow​ers: Tabled (killed), 90-10, a challenge by Sen. Rand Paul, R-Ky., to President Obama’s authority to involve the U.S. military in Libya’s civil war without congressional approval. The nonbinding amendment to S 493 said Obama lacks constitutional authority “to unilaterally authorize a military attack in a situation that does not involve stopping an actual or imminent threat to the nation.’’
Cornyn Yes, Hutchison Yes
 
Greenhouse Gases, Climate-Change: Fell short, on a tie vote of 50-50, of the 60 votes needed to pass a Republican measure to strip the Environmental Protection Agency of its authority to regulate carbon emissions associated with greenhouse gases and climate-change. The amendment was offered to a small-business bill (S 493) that remained in debate. Cornyn Yes, Hutchison Yes

Health-Law Paperwork: Approved, 87-12, and sent to President Obama a bill (HR 4) to strip the new health law of its rule that businesses issue an IRS Form 1099 to any vendor to whom they pay at least $600 annually. Cornyn Yes, Hutchison Yes

  
House

Seventh Stopgap Bud​get: Passed, 348-70, and sent to President Obama a bill (HR 1363) to keep the government in full operation until on or about April 13. Congress then will take up a bipartisan funding bill for the remaining five plus months of fiscal 2011, a measure cutting spending by nearly $39 billion and containing several Republican- backed policy changes. Poe Yes

Republican Budget Plan: Approved, 247-181, and sent to the Senate a GOP bill (HR 1363) to fund the military through Sept. 30 while funding the rest of the government through April 15 with $12 billion in new spending cuts. The bill also barred the District of Columbia from using its own revenue to fund abortions. Poe Yes

 Democrats’ Budget Plan: Blocked, 236-187, a bid by Democrats to bring an alternative to HR 1363 (above) to a vote. Their measure was a “clean” continuing resolution that would keep the government fully in operation for another week but contain none of the spending cuts or policy riders in the underlying GOP bill. A yes vote opposed the Democratic alternative. Poe Yes

Paying U.S. Troops: Defeated, 191-236, a bid by Democrats to ensure there would be no lapse in paying U.S. military personnel during any government shutdown. The motion was offered to a Republican bill (HR 1363, above), which also protected troops’ paychecks during a shutdown. Poe No

Greenhouse Gases, Climate-Change: Passed, 255-172, a bill (HR 910) denying the Environmental Protection Agency authority to regulate greenhouse-gas emissions associated with climate-change and challenging the science upon which those regulations are based. Poe Yes

 Climate-Change Sci​ence: Defeated, 184-240, an amendment to HR 910 (above) stating that Congress accepts EPA’s “scientific findings … that climate change is occurring, is caused largely by human activities, and poses significant risks for public health and welfare. Poe No

Children’s, Seniors’ Asthma: Defeated, 175-251, a Democratic bid to add language ensuring that HR 910 (above) could not prevent the Environmental Protection Agency from protecting “the health of vulnerable children and seniors, including children with asthma and lung diseases, from the effects of air pollution by large sources that emit 75,000 tons or more of carbon air pollution per year. Poe No
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Bills that may receive floor action this week. 

	Senate chamber

	1099, repeal expansion of reporting requirements
	 
	H.R.4

	Federal Aviation Administration
	S.223
	H.R.658

	FY 2011 Defense and Further Additional Continuing Appropriations
	 
	H.R.1363

	House chamber

	EPA, restrict or delay Federal regulation of greenhouse gases
	S.228, S.231, S.482, S.Amdt.183 to S.493, S.Amdt.215 to S.493
	Sec. 4015, H.R.1, H.R.97, H.R.153, H.R.199, H.R.910

	FY 2011 Defense and Further Additional Continuing Appropriations
	 
	H.R.1363

	Net neutrality rule, resolution of disapproval
	S.J.Res.6
	H.J.Res.37
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	1099, repeal expansion of reporting requirements
	 
	H.R.4

	A — Active Legislation
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	Abortion, prohibit taxpayer funding of
	 
	H.R.3, H.R.217, H.R.358*

	C — Active Legislation
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	Congressional pay raise, eliminate automatic adjustment
	S.133, S.148
	H.R.343

	D — Active Legislation
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	Debit card fees
	S.575
	H.R.1081

	E — Active Legislation
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	EPA, restrict or delay Federal regulation of greenhouse gases
	S.228, S.231, S.482, S.Amdt.183 to S.493, S.Amdt.215 to S.493
	Sec. 4015, H.R.1, H.R.97, H.R.153, H.R.199, H.R.910
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	Health care overhaul, prohibit use of Federal funds to implement certain provisions
	 
	Sections 4016-4019 and Section 4034, H.R.1

	Health care overhaul, repeal and replace
	S.192, S.Amdt.13 to S.223
	H.R.2, H.Res.9

	House spending, reduce authorization amounts for 2011-12
	 
	H.Res.22
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	Net neutrality rule, resolution of disapproval
	S.J.Res.6
	H.J.Res.37

	Nominations, reduce number of executive branch positions subject to Senate confirmation
	S.679
	 

	NPR, prohibit Federal funding of
	 
	H.R.1076
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	Patent law
	 
	S.23

	PATRIOT Act, 90-day extension of certain provisions
	H.R.514
	P.L.112-3

	PATRIOT Act, extend certain provisions
	S.193*, S.289, S.290, S.291
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	Rescission requests, establish an expedited procedure for the President
	S.102
	H.R.1043

	Regulations, require Congressional approval of major Federal rules
	S.299
	H.R.10
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	Senate rules, amend rules related to cloture and floor debate
	S.Res.8, S.Res.10, S.Res.21
	 

	Senate rules, amend rule related to notices of intent to object
	S.Res.28
	 

	Senate rules, amend rule related to reading of amendments
	S.Res.29
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