
“Congestion is self limiting” 
Resolution to Reframe Transportation Planning 

Whereas  the average home-to-work commute time in Texas for decades has remained under half an 
hour; 

Whereas  transportation agencies in Texas and elsewhere use misleading long range computer 
models that do not include a proper “feedback loop” to reflect the fact that road users adjust their use 
of the road system so that travel times remain tolerable for most people; 

Whereas  the planning agencies should track the trends stimulated by congestion: 

(a) employers often move close to the subdivisions where their workers live; 

(b) retailers build new stores close to residential enclaves; and  

(c) workers often move close to their work sites...these being the spontaneous adjustments that 
push the average commute time under 30 minutes and minimize the length of shopping trips; 

Whereas  road planning agencies fail to record and publicize the road funding by developers who add 

a large percentage of the new roads to the transportation network (more than half in the Houston area); 

Whereas  ignorance of the facts stated above leads many Texans to accept a massive tax burden to 

fight off mythical gridlock, endless construction on the road system which adds to the irritation of 

congestion, and expansive use of eminent domain; be it;  be it therefore 

Resolved  that planning agencies should tally the miles of new roads funded by developers and post 

that information on their websites and in presentations they make when soliciting input for 

transportation planning, and be it therefore 

Resolved  that planning agencies should help Texans understand that there are two approaches to 

traffic; one driven by computer models of future congestion which are unreliable because they lack a 
realistic feedback loop, and one that points to the pattern of spontaneous societal adjustments made by 
people who rely on the road system, and include that information in public hearings for planning new 
projects and preparing long range plans. 

 

Adopted this ____ day of _______, 20__, at the Precinct Convention of Precinct # 

____ of the Republican Party of Texas. 

 


