
RESOLUTION SUPPORTING INITIATIVE & REFERENDUM RIGHTS FOR ALL 

TEXANS  
 

WHEREAS, initiative & referendum (I&R) rights for Texas voters would not 
violate the Guarantee Clause of the Federal Constitution (Article IV, Section 

4) which guarantees each state a "republican" form of government, as 
evidenced by the twenty four states currently enjoying these rights and the 

numerous court cases that have upheld I&R as consistent with the 
"republican" form of government. And 

 
WHEREAS, Texas voters need a tool to reverse the accumulation of 

governmental power, which continues to grow naturally and relentlessly, to 
neutralize the power of special interests, to increase public understanding of 

the issues, to stimulate public involvement in the political processes, 
including issues of reform, which would in turn improve voter turnout, and to 

make government more responsive to the voters' interests, needs and 

opinions. And 
 

WHEREAS, I&R has proven to be the people's only tool available to 
deconcentrate the power of state governments by imposing limitations such 

as tax limits, term limits, and other limits on government interference in 
their lives; to give them the power to propose laws and state constitutional 

amendments concerning the issues they care about as well as the power to 
repeal laws they deem as harmful. And 

 
WHEREAS, the pro I&R position was replaced with an anti I&R position in the 

1997 Republican Party of Texas platform under pressure of special interests 
after the Republican Party took control of the house, senate, and 

governorship. 
 

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Republican Party of Texas will 

demonstrate to the voters of Texas that it is a party of the people, for the 
people and by the people, not over the people by replacing its anti-I&R 

position in the current party platform with a position that supports I&R in the 

Republican Party of Texas 2010 Platform. 

 

Adopted this ____ day of _______, 20__, at the Precinct Convention of 

Precinct # ____ of the Republican Party of Texas. 


