
For those of you who did not attend the Houston Tea Party Town Hall meeting this past 

Saturday missed a very informative meeting.  Some on this email list do not live in Houston but 

what was discussed applies to everyone.  My notes below are some things that I captured that 

are of interest.   The meeting was very respectful and controlled.  The folks were very angry and 

wanted answers and desperately wanted to know what they could do.   The following are the 

panel of speakers who attended: 

Paul Simpson, Partner, McGinnis, Lochridge & Kilgore,  moderated the panel which included: 

 Mr. Freddy Warner – System Executive, Public Policy and Government Relations, 
Memorial Hermann Healthcare Systems; 

 Mr. Mark Grierson – Principal, Plumhoff and Associates, an insurance and employee 
benefits consulting service; 

 Mr. Steve Ballard – UK citizen who has lived under a single payer healthcare system; 
 Dr. Jane Orient – Executive Director, Association of American Physicians & Surgeons; 
Author and vocal opponent of socialized medicine; 

 Dr. Clifford Fry – PhD. Economics Texas A&M University; 
 Congressman Kevin Brady – 8th Congressional District of Texas 

Below are my notes.   A good many of these came from Congressman Brady but the panel had 
their input based on their knowledge of the bill too.  They were very candid in there input. 
 
Congressman Brady told us that the bill was given to them at 11:57 am and were told to vote on 
it the next day at 9:00am. 
 
The Texas Medical Center (the largest in the world) has not asked to be involved with this bill. 
 
There will be an organization chart that shows the process of how our health care will be 
managed.  Pelosi blocked this from being available to the public but now will be available 
tomorrow (Monday).  (pdf copy is linked.) The left hand side of the chart is all of the new red 
tape that has been added.  The large box in the lower center is the healthcare czar who will 
decide what health care we will get.  He/she will be very powerful.  There will be 31 federal 
agencies between you and your doctor.  Every company involved with healthcare must be 
approved by the government. 
 
56% will lose their healthcare plan 
Private health care will go away 
Cannot keep your healthcare plan 
Healthcare will be rationed 
 
There will be new red tape and new taxes. 
$800 billion in taxes is needed to pay for this plan.  $500 billion will be in healthcare cuts and the 
remained to be picked up by wealthy and small business.  Income tax will be above 50%. 
 
In the first to four years there will be tax increases and then it will skyrocket (similar to and 
adjustable mortgage). 
 
The republicans submitted an amendment to require all of congress to read the bill and make it 
available to the public.  They were told it was a bad idea. 
 



The government cannot be sued for price controlling. 
 
There will be a storage of care at the price offered. 
 
Increase waiting time for appointments and in doctor’s offices. 
 
Reduction of HC providers 
 
Government is going to a single payer 
 
HC insurance will disappear.  Insurance is outlawed by this bill. 
 
Employers will terminate healthcare and pay the government a percent instead of continuing to 
cover employees.  It will be cheaper than what they pay to provide HC insurance for their 
employees.  You will be forced to go on the government plan. 
 
Government will dictate what HC you get. 
 
Premiums will be paid first above everything else we have. 
 
What we will lose: 
    Liberty to use our money to treatments 
    Right to privacy 
    Freedom of conscience to pay or do what is immoral.  
 
What we will gain: 
    More entitlements 
    Dependency 
    More obligations to pay fair share 
 
Some changes: 
    Different terminology 
        Premiums = tax 
        Insurance = form of Medicare 
        Choice = did not get this down in time 
        Right  = privilege given or withheld 
 
Dr Jane Orient provided a couple of websites for more information: 
    takebackmedicine.com 
    aapsonline.org 
 
AMA does not represent physicians, only about 20% of physicians belong 
 
Memorial Herman System is a non-profit hospital that covers all groups of patients in their 
system and everyone get the same care.  Texas has a risk pool to cover uninsured people 
regardless of citizenship.   This group is informing Washington of the federal mandate required 
to treat all and are advising what they do to meet this requirement.   They are keeping on top of 
this bill but did not give any action to input as to what they are doing to stop it. 
 
Brady and Green are the two people on the committee for this bill.   
 



There was a question about having an additional child whether it could move you to the 
government plan.  The panel believed it would. 
 
There will be no more physicians hospitals.  There were 40 shut down in Texas this year. 
 
Congressman Brady said that they (republicans) submitted three times include Congress in the 
government plan.  They said they did not want the government plan because there will not be 
enough choices. 
 
New drugs will decrease. 
 
Cancer care hospitals are concerned over this bill as the AHA (American Hospital Association). 
 
Brady said that the bill can be passed without the republicans.  There proposals have not been 
considered and will not unless the bill fails to pass.  Everyone attending was beside themselves 
as to they what could do.  He said that what is being done now with the town hall meetings, 
letters, emails, phone calls, media coverage has made a difference.  There will be new ads paid 
for by the DNC that begin this week with a hard promotion for it and the endorsement by the 
pharmaceutical industry for this bill.  We must continue what we are doing and not to let up. 
 Flood all means of communication available. 
 
I did not capture everything and may have not gotten everything stated exactly correct.   Those 
who attended please send any corrections or additions and I will pass them on.  But, bottom line 
this bill is frightening not only because we will not have control of our healthcare but the amount 
of government control that will be in our lives.  Talk with your friends and neighbors or anyone 
who will listen to let them know what is coming upon us. 
 
Here are some websites that you can learn more about this bill.  Let others know too so they 
can be informed.  
 
Read House Bill 3200 – www.thomas.gov 
 
Physicians for Reform – www.physiciansforreform.org 
 
Defend Your Health Care – http://defendyourhealthcare.us/ 
 
 
 
Also check out the Houston Tea Party Society website as more will be coming on this: 
 www.houstontsp.org 


