December 25, 2011
Summary of how Cornyn, Hutchison and Poe voted last week: 

Senate 
The Senate was not in session. 


House  
Social Security Tax Cuts: Rejected, 229-193, a Senate bill (HR 3630) to extend through February Social Security payroll-tax cuts, long-term unemployment benefits and current Medicare reimbursement levels for doctors— paid for by increases in fees charged by Fannie Mae and Freddie Mac. The vote embraced a rival House version of the same bill that would extend the three measures for one year and pay for them with cuts in domestic spending. The vote also requested a conference committee in which the rival House and Senate versions would be negotiated. However, all of this became moot three days later when House Republicans reversed course and accepted the Senate bill by unanimous consent. A yes vote was to reject the Senate-passed version of HR 3630. Poe Yes

2. Senate vs. House Pay​roll-Tax Plans: Defeated, 183-238, a Democratic bid to instruct any conference committee that meets on HR 3630 (above) to favor the bipartisan Senate-passed version of the bill. Senators passed that version Dec. 17 with 96 percent of Democrats and 85 percent of Republicans supporting it. The rival House version was approved Dec. 13 with backing from 94 percent of Republicans and 6 percent of Democrats. Republicans and Democrats differ mainly over how to offset the billons of dollars it would cost to extend the tax cut, jobless benefits and Medicare “doc fix” from March through December. House Republicans voted Dec. 13 to pay for the extensions by steps such as raising Medicare premiums on seniors earning over $80,000, freezing federal workers’ pay; cutting the federal workforce and barring millionaires from receiving unemployment benefits or food stamps. The only “pay for” so far approved by the Senate is an increase in fees that Fannie Mae and Freddie Mac charge the home-mortgage industry.” A yes vote backed the Democratic motion. Poe No

Rep. Alan West, Demo​crats, Joseph Goebbels: Voted 231-188, to block a motion by Democrats for the House to disapprove of Rep. Alan West’s comparison of their party’s political messaging to the propaganda of Joseph Goebbels, a Nazi minister who helped lead the Third Reich’s “Final Solution” to eradicate European Jewry. As a privileged motion, the measure (H Res 504) was not debatable. West, a Florida Republican, recently told reporters Goebbels would be “very proud of the Democrat Party because they have an incredible propaganda machine.” He later repeated the comparison in a letter to Rep. John Conyers, D-Mich. A yes vote opposed the Democratic motion. Poe Yes
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Bills that may receive floor action this week. 

	Senate chamber

	Payroll tax cut, extend
(H.R.3630 contains a variety of other provisions, including sections related to unemployment benefits, the Keystone XL pipeline, and Medicare.) 
	S.1917, S.1931, S.1944
	H.R.3630

	House chamber

	Payroll tax cut, extend
(H.R.3630 contains a variety of other provisions, including sections related to unemployment benefits, the Keystone XL pipeline, and Medicare.) 
	S.1917, S.1931, S.1944
	H.R.3630
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