October 9, 2011
Summary of how Cornyn, Hutchison and Poe voted this past week: 

Senate 
China Trade Penal​ties: Advanced, 62-38, a bill (S 1619) to increase the chances of U.S. trade retaliation against China or any other country that artificially devalues its currency to gain unfair advantage over U.S. farmers and manufacturers. The bill remained in debate. The bill requires the Treasury and Commerce departments to act more aggressively against nations that manipulate exchange rates in order to make their exports cheaper and imports from the U.S. costlier. The bill bars the U.S. government from buying goods and services from such countries and pressures the administration to place tariffs and countervailing duties on imports from those countries. A yes vote was to set the stage for U.S. tariffs on imports from China.
 Cornyn No, Hutchison No


House  
Cement-Plant Air Pol​lution, Jobs: Passed, 262-161, a Republican bill (HR 2681) to nullify Environmental Protection Agency rules now being phased in to curb air pollution by about 150 cement-manufacturing plants nationwide. New EPA limits on cement plant flue gas is 20 ppb (.000002%). In comparison fresh ground water concentration of mercury as high as 70 ppb (.000007%) have been measured. Fresh ground water contains a range of concentrations of mercury, which is dependent on the type of rock through which the water flows. Backers say the cost of compliance would force employers to close plants and discharge workers. The EPA projects up to $19 in public-health benefits for every dollar of cost to manufacturers. Developed over several years under the Clean Air Act, the rules would curb emissions of mercury, which find their way into water and fish and can cause brain damage in infants and children. The rules also would curb emissions of particulates that cause heart and lung diseases as well as gases such as nitrogen oxide and sulfur dioxide that form into smog. The bill requires the EPA to develop replacement rules for cement plants that would take effect in 2017. A yes vote was to pass the bill. Poe Yes 

Mercury, Infants, Jobs: Refused, 166-246, to exempt from HR 2681 (above) any cement kiln whose mercury emissions stand a chance of slowing brain development or causing learning disabilities in infants and children. The amendment sought to keep such kilns answerable to new Environmental Protection Agency cement-plant rules, due in full by 2013, which HR 2681 would nullify. A yes vote was to expedite pollution rules for cement plants. Poe No

Pollution, Children, Jobs: Refused, 167-243, to uphold new Environmental Protection Agency rules that would limit pollutants such as mercury emissions from industrial boilers, incinerators and process heaters. The underlying bill (HR 2250) would nullify EPA rules, due next year, that would curb air pollution from those three industrial sources. On this vote, the House defeated an amendment that sought to maintain the EPA’s present timetable for curbing discharges that could cause brain damage and developmental problems in infants and children. The underlying bill, which Republican sponsors said would save jobs, remained in debate. A yes vote was to expedite pollution rules for industrial boilers. Poe Abstain

Stopgap Budget, Disaster Aid: Approved, 352-66, and sent to President Barack Obama a bill (HR 2608) to fund federal agencies at essentially fiscal 2011 levels for the first several weeks of fiscal 2012, which began Oct. 1. Lasting  through Nov.18, the stopgap funding is needed because Congress has failed to enact any of the 12 appropriations bills that run the government. The bill includes $2.65 billion in Federal Emergency Management Agency aid to areas damaged by hurricanes, flooding, tropical storms, wildfires and the Mid-Atlantic earthquake. That aid is not offset by cuts in other programs in keeping with congressional precedent that disaster aid should be rushed as emergency spending to those in need, not delayed by partisan disputes. A yes vote was to pass the bill. Poe No
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Bills that may receive floor action this week. 

	Senate chamber

	China currency manipulation
	S.1619
	

	Jobs bill
(SEE: Popular Documents for White House bill text and summary.) 
	S.1549, S.1660
	

	House chamber

	Regulations, postpone implementation of certain Federal rules
	
	H.R.2587, H.R.2250, H.R.2681, H.R.2273, H.R.1633
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