September 25, 2011
Summary of how Cornyn, Hutchison and Poe voted this past week: 

Senate 
Trade Adjustment Assistance: Renewed, 69-29, Trade Adjustment Assistance (TAA) for workers displaced by foreign trade at a cost of $900 million over three years. The renewal was added to a broader trade bill (HR 2832) and sent to the House for pairing with U.S. free-trade accords with South Korea, Colombia and Panama. A yes vote was to renew Trade Adjustment Assistance. Cornyn No, Hutchison No

Trade Adjustment for Firms: Refused, 43-54, to eliminate a Department of Commerce program known as Trade Adjustment Assistance for Firms, which funds professional guidance for companies harmed by free-trade agreements. The amendment was offered to HR 2832 (above). While TAA is designed mainly to help workers, it also funds this specialized program to help managements cope with the downside of foreign trade. A yes vote was to repeal Trade Adjustment Assistance for Firms.
Cornyn Yes, Hutchison Yes


F-16 Jets for Taiwan: On a tie vote, 48-48, defeated an amendment to HR 2832 (above) requiring the administration to sell 66 new F-16 fighter jets to the Republic of China (Taiwan), over objections from the People’s Republic of China (mainland China). A yes vote was to sell jets to Taiwan. Cornyn Yes, Hutchison Yes

Republicans’ Budget • Defeat: Voted, 59-36, to table (kill) a House-passed GOP budget (HR 2608) to fund the government through Nov. 18 while providing $3.65 billion to help communities recover from natural disasters. A yes vote was to kill the House Republicans’ stopgap budget. Cornyn No, Hutchison No


House  
Defeat of Stopgap Budget: Defeated, 195-230, a bill (HR 2608) to fund federal operations through Nov. 18 and provide $3.65 billion to help communities recover from this year’s earthquake, hurricanes, floods, tornadoes, storms and wildfires. The short term budget is needed because Congress, with the new fiscal year just days away, had enacted none of the 12 appropriations bills that fund the government.. Ayes vote was to pass the bill. Poe No

Reversal onStopgap • 

Budget: Reversed, 219-203, its vote of two days earlier (above) and passed a bill (HR 2608) to fund the entire government through Nov.18 and provide $3.65 billion in disaster aid. The reversal occurred because 24 conservative Republicans, most of them aligned with the tea party, switched positions at the urging of GOP leaders. A yes vote was to pass the bill. Poe No

Clean-Air Rules De​lay: Passed, 249-169, a bill (HR 2401) to delay until February 2013 or later the effective dates of two clean-air regulations that the Environmental Protection Agency plans to begin phasing in next year. One is the Cross-State Air Pollution Rule, which would limit power-plant emissions in 28 eastern, southern and central states that contribute to ground-level ozone (smog) and fine-particle (soot) pollution in other states. The other is the Utility Maximum Achievable Control Technology Rule, which would limit coal-and oil-fired power plants in their discharges of acid gases and toxic elements such as mercury and arsenic. The plants would have to install equipment such as scrubbers and particulate controls to meet the EPA standards. Additionally, the bill would reduce EPA funding to enforce curbs on diesel emissions. Critics said the regulations would worsen the recession by placing costly burdens on the private sector and raising electricity bills. The EPA said its cross-state rule would avert 13,000 to 34,000 premature deaths each year in thousands of U.S. Poe Yes
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Bills that may receive floor action this week. 

	Senate chamber

	FY 2012 Continuing appropriations (through Nov. 18, 2011)
(SEE: Popular Documents for text of substitute amendments to H.R.2608, as posted on the House Rules website.) 
	
	H.J.Res.79, H.R.2608

	House chamber

	EPA, restrict or delay Federal regulation of greenhouse gases
	S.228, S.231, S.482, S.Amdt.183 to S.493, S.Amdt.215 to S.493
	Sec. 4015, H.R.1, H.R.97, H.R.153, H.R.199, H.R.910, H.R.1705, H.R.2401

	FY 2012 Continuing appropriations (through Nov. 18, 2011)
(SEE: Popular Documents for text of substitute amendments to H.R.2608, as posted on the House Rules website.) 
	
	H.J.Res.79, H.R.2608
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