August 7, 2011
Summary of how Cornyn, Hutchison and Poe voted this past week: 

Senate 

Debt-ceiling, deficit curbs: Joined, 74-26, the House in passing a bill (S 365, below) that would raise the federal debt ceiling from$14.3 trillion to about $17 trillion. President Barack Obama then signed the bill into law, allowing the Treasury to pay bills already incurred by this Congress and previous ones. In addition to extending U.S. borrowing authority into 2013, the new law sets in motion about $2.7 trillion in deficit reduction over 10 years, about $1.1 trillion of which is to result from Congress putting caps on discretionary- spending categories over ten years. The remainder is to be determined by a House-Senate committee of six Republicans and six Democrats. Cornyn Yes, Hutchison Yes

 
House  
 
 Debt-ceiling, deficit curbs: Passed, 269-161, a bill (S 365) that raised the national debt ceiling by $2.7 trillion to about $17 trillion on Aug. 2 while requiring $2.7 trillion in deficit reduction over the next 10 years. The Senate followed suit (above) and Obama signed the bill into law. The higher ceiling accommodates debts already incurred. The bill drew support from 174 of the 240 Republicans who voted and 95 of the 190 Democrats. Poe No

U.S. Administrative Con​ference: Approved, 382-23, and sent to the Senate abill (HR 2480) to reauthorize the Administrative Conference of the United States at annual budgets of $2.9 million through 2014. A federal entity, the conference makes recommendations to help agencies deal more efficiently with the public. The conference was credited in debate with helping the Social Security Administration and the former Federal Deposit Insurance Corp. streamline procedures in ways that saved taxpayer dollars. No member spoke against the bill. Poe Yes
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Details of bills can be found at:
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	Popular Titles and Subjects

	# — Active Legislation
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	1099, repeal expansion of reporting requirements
	H.R.4
	P.L.112-9

	A — Active Legislation
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	Abortion, prohibit taxpayer funding of
	S.877, S.906, S.1484, S.1488
	H.R.3, H.R.217, H.R.358

	B — Active Legislation
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	Balanced budget amendment
	S.J.Res.3, S.J.Res.5, S.J.Res.10, S.J.Res.23, S.J.Res.24
	H.J.Res.1*, H.J.Res.2, H.J.Res.4, H.J.Res.10, H.J.Res.11, H.J.Res.14, H.J.Res.18, H.J.Res.23, H.J.Res.41, H.J.Res.52, H.J.Res.54, H.J.Res.56

	C — Active Legislation
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	Congressional pay raise, eliminate automatic adjustment
	S.133, S.148
	H.R.246, H.R.343, H.R.431

	Cut, Cap, and Balance
	S.1340
	H.R.2560

	D — Active Legislation
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	Debit card fees
	S.575, S.Amdt.392 to S.782
	H.R.1081

	Debt ceiling
	S.365
	P.L.112-25

	Debt ceiling, prioritize all obligations if reached
	S.1420
	H.R.2651

	DREAM Act
	S.952
	H.R.1842

	Dual eligibles, require drug manufacturers to provide drug rebates
	S.1206
	H.R.2190

	E — Active Legislation
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	EPA, restrict or delay Federal regulation of greenhouse gases
	S.228, S.231, S.482, S.Amdt.183 to S.493, S.Amdt.215 to S.493
	Sec. 4015, H.R.1, H.R.97, H.R.153, H.R.199, H.R.910, H.R.1705, H.R.2401*

	H — Active Legislation
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	Health care overhaul, prohibit use of Federal funds to implement provisions
	 
	Sections 4016-4019 and Section 4034, H.R.1, H.R.1217, H.R.1213, H.R.1214, H.Con.Res.35

	Health care overhaul, repeal and replace
	S.192, S.Amdt.13 to S.223
	H.R.2, H.Res.9

	House spending, reduce authorization amounts for 2011-12
	 
	H.Res.22

	I — Active Legislation
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	Iran sanctions
	S.1048
	H.R.1905

	L — Active Legislation
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	Libyan conflict, involvement of U.S. Armed Forces
	S.Res.194, S.J.Res.18, S.J.Res.20
	H.Res.292, H.J.Res.68, H.R.2278

	M — Active Legislation
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	Military pay, continue to receive during funding gaps
	S.724*, S.774, S.855, S.1365
	H.R.1297*, H.R.1362, H.R.1442, H.R.1508

	N — Active Legislation

Key
Return to top of page


	Net neutrality rule, resolution of disapproval
	S.J.Res.6
	H.J.Res.37

	No Child Left Behind, revise
	 
	H.R.1891

	Nominations, reduce number of executive branch positions subject to Senate confirmation
	S.679
	 

	NPR, prohibit Federal funding of
	 
	H.R.1076

	O — Active Legislation
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	Offshore drilling
	S.516, S.843, S.861, S.916, S.917, S.953, S.1400
	H.R.1229, H.R.1230, H.R.1231

	Oil and gas companies, tax code changes
	S.258, S.940*
	H.R.601, H.R.1813, H.R.1959

	P — Active Legislation
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	Patent law
	S.23
	H.R.1249

	PATRIOT Act, 90-day extension of certain provisions
	H.R.514
	P.L.112-3

	PATRIOT Act, extend certain provisions
	S.990
	P.L.112-14

	Planned Parenthood funding
	 
	Section 4013, H.R.1, H.Con.Res.36

	R — Active Legislation
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	Rescission requests, establish an expedited procedure for the President
	S.102
	H.R.1043

	Regulations, require Congressional approval of major Federal rules
	S.299
	H.R.10

	S — Active Legislation
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	Senate rules, amend rules related to cloture and floor debate
	S.Res.8, S.Res.10, S.Res.21
	 

	Senate rules, amend rule related to notices of intent to object
	S.Res.28
	 

	Senate rules, amend rule related to reading of amendments
	S.Res.29
	 

	Spending caps 
(Also included in some of the Balanced Budget resolutions and the Cut, Cap, and Balance bills. SEE: Balanced budget amendment, Cut, Cap, and Balance.) 
	S.245, S.J.Res.4
	H.R.1605, H.R.1848, H.R.2041, H.J.Res.51

	U — Active Legislation
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	Unemployment insurance, changes to eligibility and funding
	S.904
	H.R.1745


Sources: Library of Congress, Houston Chronicle
