July 31, 2011
Summary of how Cornyn, Hutchison and Poe voted this past week: 

Senate 

Speaker Boehner’s Debt Plan: Tabled, 59-41, a House passed bill (S 627) authored by Speaker John Boehner, R-Ohio, to immediately raise the $14.3 trillion national debt ceiling by $917 billion and require both houses of Congress to soon pass a balanced- budget constitutional amendment, among other provisions (see House issue below). A yes vote was to kill the Boehner plan. Cornyn No, Hutchison No

FBI Director Mueller Con​firmed, 100-0: Robert Mueller was confirmed to lead the Federal Bureau of Investigation for two more years. Mueller began a 10-year term as FBI director on Sept. 4, 2001, as a George W. Bush appointee. President Barack Obama retained Mueller for a shortened term to add continuity in his national security team following the recent additions of Defense Secretary Leon Panetta and CIA Director David Petraeus. Ayes vote was to confirm.  
Cornyn Yes, Hutchison Yes

 
House  
 
Speaker Boehner’sDebt Plan: Passed, 218-210. a bill (S 627) authored by Speaker John Boehner, R-Ohio, to immediately raise the $14.3 trillion national debt ceiling by $917 billion and require both houses of Congress to soon pass a balanced-budget constitutional amendment. Under the plan, Congress would face another round of votes early next year to again raise the debt limit. The amount of the second rise would be set by a special committee of 12 House members and senators which would be evenly divided between Republicans and Democrats. Poe Yes
 
Democratic Priorities: Defeated, 183-244, a Democratic motion to S 627 (above) that called for giving spending for education programs priority over tax breaks for oil and gas companies and owners of corporate jets in future rounds of deficit-reduction. Poe No

U.S.-Canada Oil Pipeline: Passed, 279-147, a bill setting a deadline of Nov. 1 for President Obama to act on a Canadian firm’s application to build a 2,000-mile pipeline for shipping crude oil extracted from tar sands in the province of Alberta to U.S. refineries in Texas. The bill (HR 1938) is nonbinding because this is solely an executive-branch decision. The administration says it could decide by year’s end on whether to allow TransCanada Corp. to build the Keystone XL pipeline, which would be in addition to its existing oil pipeline between Alberta and Cushing, Okla. Poe Yes

Oil-Spill Scenarios: Refused, 168-260, to delay a U.S. permit for building the Keystone XL pipeline (HR 1938, above) until the applicant, TransCanada Corp., has shown it has sufficiently calculated worst-case scenarios and could respond immediately and effectively to an oil spill. Poe No

EndangeredSpecies Act: Upheld, 224-202, existing procedures for listing plants, animals and their habitats as candidates for protection under the Endangered Species Act. The vote killed language that sought to use a funds cutoff to prevent the Fish and Wildlife Service in 2012 from taking this first step toward potentially protecting certain declining species. About 260 species now are listed as potential candidates for protection under the law. The vote occurred during consideration of a GOP-drafted Interior Department budget (HR 2584) that remained in debate. Ayes vote backed the amendment. Poe No

Greenhouse-Gas Regula​tion: Voted, 235-191, to cut in half the fiscal 2012 budget for the Greenhouse Gas Reporting Program, under which power plants, refineries and other major polluters must disclose emissions data to the Environmental Protection Agency. The amendment to HR 2584 (above) shifted $6.2 million of the program’s approximately $13 million budget to deficit reduction. Poe Yes
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Bills that may receive floor action this week. 

	Senate chamber

	Debt ceiling 
(SEE: Popular Documents for text of the Speaker's debt ceiling proposal and CBO analyses of Senate and House proposals.) 
	S.Amdt.581 to S.1323, S.Amdt.589 to S.627
	H.R.2693

	Federal Aviation Administration, extend programs through September 16, 2011
	S.1387
	H.R.2553

	House chamber

	Debt ceiling 
(SEE: Popular Documents for text of the Speaker's debt ceiling proposal and CBO analyses of Senate and House proposals.) 
	S.Amdt.581 to S.1323, S.Amdt.589 to S.627
	H.R.2693

	Federal Aviation Administration, extend programs through September 16, 2011
	S.1387
	H.R.2553

	Interior
	 
	H.R.2584
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