May 29, 2011
Summary of how Cornyn, Hutchison and Poe voted this past week: 

Senate 
 
Paul Ryan’s Budget: Defeated, 40-57, a Republican budget (H Con Res 34) for 2012 and later years that was identical to one passed in April by the House. Authored by Rep. Paul Ryan, R-Wis., the budget would, over time, privatize Medicare; raise the Medicare eligibility age from 65 to 67; convert Medicaid to a block grant program run by the states; permanently extend Bush-era tax cuts; reduce discretionary spending for domestic programs by more than 20 percent; increase the basic defense budget by 15 percent and keep Social Security as it is, among other provisions. Cornyn Yes, Hutchison Abstain

Barack Obama’s Budget: Unanimously defeated, 0-97, President Obama’s proposed budget for fiscal 2012 and later years, a document (S Con Res 18) that proposes no structural reforms of Medicare, Social Security or other entitlement programs. For 2012, the president calls for overall spending of $3.73 trillion, a deficit of $1.3 trillion, a slight drop in military spending and major spending increases for education, energy-efficiency, biomedical research and high-speed rail. Cornyn No, Hutchison Abstain

USA Patriot Act: Approved, 72-23, and sent to the House a bill (S 990, below) renewing three sections of the USA Patriot Act until June 2015. The sections permit roving wiretaps on non-citizen terrorist suspects on American soil, authorize surveillance of “lone wolf” suspects not linked to terrorist organizations, and allow government access to business records and other files without having to show probable cause. Cornyn Yes, Hutchison Yes

Gun-Records Exemp​tion: Tabled (killed), 85-10, an amendment to S 990 (above) to exempt firearms records from property searches authorized by Section 215 of the USA Patriot Act (S 990, above). Ayes vote was to kill the amendment. Cornyn Yes, Hutchison Yes

Suspicious Banking Ac​tivity: Tabled (killed), 91-4, a bid to soften the requirement in the USA Patriot Act (S 990, above) that banks notify the Department of the Treasury of any suspicious activity in their accounts. 
Cornyn Yes, Hutchison Yes. 


House 

2012 Military Budget: Authorized, 322-96, a $690 billion military budget for fiscal 2012, up $10 billion or nearly 2 percent from the comparable 2011 figure. The bill (HR 1540) sets a 1.6 percent military pay raise while authorizing $119 billion for war in Iraq and Afghanistan and $52.5 billion for the military’s TRICARE health program. The bill grants broader authority for presidents to conduct military actions against suspected terrorists. This expanded authority would replace the “use of force” resolution that has been the legal basis for U.S. combat operations since its enactment a week after the Sept. 11 attacks. The bill seeks to derail the 2010 law that allows gays to serve openly in the U.S. military. It does so by requiring all four service chiefs— not just the chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff— to certify that the repeal of “Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell” will not weaken combat readiness. Additionally, the bill requires the administration to calculate the national-security risks posed by U.S. indebtedness to China; prevents the transfer of detainees from the Guantanamo Bay military prison to the U.S. for trials and preserves the option of building a backup engine for the F-35 Joint Strike Fighter despite objections by Defense Secretary Robert Gates. Poe Yes

Afghanistan Withdrawal: Defeated, 204-215, an amendment to HR 1540 (above) setting a quicker pace for President Barack Obama to draw down the 100,000 U.S.troops now in Afghanistan. Poe No

3. Combat-Pay Increase: Defeated, 185-233, a bid by Democrats to increase the existing pay bonus for U.S. troops “under hostile fire” or “in imminent danger” from $225 to $325 per month. Poe No

4. Contractors’ Donations: Blocked, 261-163, a draft executive order by President Barack Obama requiring federal contractors to disclose their contributions to political candidates. This occurred during debate on HR 1540 (above). Poe Yes 

USA Patriot Act: Approved, 250-153, and sent to President Barack Obama a bill (S 990) to extend until June 2015 the three sections of the USA Patriot Act that are not permanent law. Poe Yes

Primary-Care Physicians, Dentists: Passed, 234-185, a Republican bill (HR 1216) to scale back a program in the 2010 health law designed to train thousands of primary care physicians and dentists for work in underserved communities. Poe Yes
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