April 17, 2011
Summary of how Cornyn, Hutchison and Poe voted this past week: 

Senate 
Health-Law Funding: Defeated, 47-53, a measure (H Con Res 35) to deny funding for implementing the new health law. Although most of the law’s major provisions are delayed until 2014, funding began this year to close the donut hole in the Medicare prescription-drug plan; allow youths up to 26 to enroll in their parents’ health plans; and other initiatives. Cornyn Yes, Hutchison Yes

Final 2011 Budget: Approved, 81-19, and sent to President Obama a bill (HR 1473, below) to fund the government through Sept. 30 at a yearly level of $1.365 trillion in discretionary spending. 
Cornyn Yes, Hutchison Yes
   
House
 
 2012 Republican Budget: Approved, 235-193, a Republican budget (H Con Res 34) for 2012 and later years that would privatize Medicare and raise the Medicare eligibility age from 65 to 67; convert Medicaid to a block-grant program run by the states; permanently extend Bush-era tax cuts; reduce discretionary spending for domestic programs by more than 20 percent; increase the basic defense budget by 15 percent and keep Social Security as it is. Additionally, the plan would simplify the tax code, close unspecified loopholes and end unspecified tax breaks, and use the revenue from those steps to cut the top corporate and individual tax rate from 35 percent to 25 percent.
Poe Yes

2012 Democratic Budget: Defeated, 166-259, a budget (H Con Res 34) drafted by House Democrats for fiscal 2012 and later years. In contrast to the GOP blueprint (above), the measure would preserve Medicare and Medicaid in their existing forms; fully fund the new health law; end tax breaks for oil firms; end Bush era tax cuts for the wealthiest Americans; spend more on domestic programs and infrastructure projects; provide less defense spending, and reduce deficit-spending at slower pace. Poe No

Republican Study Group: Defeated, 119-136, the most conservative of five budget plans before the House, a measure that would prevent tax increases but reduce spending sufficiently to balance the federal budget in ten years. In part, the plan (H Con Res 34) would cut non-defense discretionary spending nearly in half over ten years, privatize Medicare, gradually raise Social Security’s full retirement age for persons now 59 or younger; and repeal the new health law. Poe Yes 

Progressive Caucus: Defeated, 77-347, a budget proposed by the Progressive Caucus, the House’s most liberal members. This plan (H Con Res 34) would bring U.S. troops home from Afghanistan and use the savings to balance the federal budget in ten years. Additionally, it would add a public option to the new health law, raise the gas tax and increase taxes on energy firms. Poe No 

Congressional Black Caucus: Defeated, 103-303, a 2012 budget sponsored by the Congressional Black Caucus, which would spend more heavily than its competitors (above) on education, job training, infrastructure, technology, the social safety-net and other domestic programs while aggressively cutting defense spending and closing corporate-tax loopholes. Poe No

Preventive-Care Fund: Passed, 236-183, a bill (HR 1217) to repeal the health care law’s Prevention and Public Health Fund, which will grant nearly $18 billion over eight years to states and communities for preventive health care, or wellness, programs. Poe Yes 

Seniors’ Wellness Fund: Defeated, 189-234, a Democratic motion to HR 1217 (above) that sought to keep the new health law’s Prevention and Public Health Fund in operation for the benefit of senior citizens. Poe No

Final 2011 Budget: Approved, 260-167, and sent to the Senate a bill (HR 1473) to fund the government for the remaining five-plus months of fiscal 2011 at an annualized level of $1.365 trillion. Poe No

Planned Parenthood: Passed, 241-185, a measure (H Con Res 36) to remove funding for Planned Parenthood from the fiscal 2011 budget. Poe Yes. 
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Bills that may receive floor action this week. 

	Senate chamber

	FY 2011 Defense and Full-Year Continuing Appropriations 
(See Popular Documents for summaries of the measure) 
	 
	H.R.1473

	Health care overhaul, prohibit use of Federal funds to implement provisions
	 
	Sections 4016-4019 and Section 4034, H.R.1, H.Con.Res.35*

	Planned Parenthood funding
	 
	Section 4013, H.R.1, H.Con.Res.36*

	House chamber

	Budget Resolution, FY2012
	 
	H.Con.Res.34

	FY 2011 Defense and Full-Year Continuing Appropriations 
(See Popular Documents for summaries of the measure) 
	 
	H.R.1473

	Health care overhaul, prohibit use of Federal funds to implement provisions
	 
	Sections 4016-4019 and Section 4034, H.R.1, H.Con.Res.35*

	Planned Parenthood funding
	 
	Section 4013, H.R.1, H.Con.Res.36*



	Popular Titles and Subjects

	# — Active Legislation
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	1099, repeal expansion of reporting requirements
	 
	H.R.4

	A — Active Legislation

Key
Return to top of page


	Abortion, prohibit taxpayer funding of
	 
	H.R.3, H.R.217, H.R.358*

	C — Active Legislation

Key
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	Congressional pay raise, eliminate automatic adjustment
	S.133, S.148
	H.R.343

	D — Active Legislation

Key
Return to top of page


	Debit card fees
	S.575
	H.R.1081

	E — Active Legislation
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	EPA, restrict or delay Federal regulation of greenhouse gases
	S.228, S.231, S.482, S.Amdt.183 to S.493, S.Amdt.215 to S.493
	Sec. 4015, H.R.1, H.R.97, H.R.153, H.R.199, H.R.910

	H — Active Legislation
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	Health care overhaul, prohibit use of Federal funds to implement provisions
	 
	Sections 4016-4019 and Section 4034, H.R.1, H.Con.Res.35*

	Health care overhaul, repeal and replace
	S.192, S.Amdt.13 to S.223
	H.R.2, H.Res.9

	House spending, reduce authorization amounts for 2011-12
	 
	H.Res.22

	M — Active Legislation

Key
Return to top of page


	Military pay, continue to receive during funding gaps
	S.724, S.774
	H.R.1297, H.R.1362, H.R.1442

	N — Active Legislation
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	Net neutrality rule, resolution of disapproval
	S.J.Res.6
	H.J.Res.37

	Nominations, reduce number of executive branch positions subject to Senate confirmation
	S.679
	 

	NPR, prohibit Federal funding of
	 
	H.R.1076

	P — Active Legislation
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	Patent law
	 
	S.23

	PATRIOT Act, 90-day extension of certain provisions
	H.R.514
	P.L.112-3

	PATRIOT Act, extend certain provisions
	S.193*, S.289, S.290, S.291
	 

	Planned Parenthood funding
	 
	Section 4013, H.R.1, H.Con.Res.36*

	R — Active Legislation
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	Rescission requests, establish an expedited procedure for the President
	S.102
	H.R.1043

	Regulations, require Congressional approval of major Federal rules
	S.299
	H.R.10

	S — Active Legislation
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	Senate rules, amend rules related to cloture and floor debate
	S.Res.8, S.Res.10, S.Res.21
	 

	Senate rules, amend rule related to notices of intent to object
	S.Res.28
	 

	Senate rules, amend rule related to reading of amendments
	S.Res.29
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