April 3, 2011
Summary of how Cornyn, Hutchison and Poe voted this past week: 

Senate 
Senate conducted no votes on legislation. 

  
House
Federal Aviation Budget: Passed, 223-196, a bill (HR 658) authorizing federal aviation programs at a cost of nearly $60 billion through 2014, down about $4 billion from current levels. The funding will come from a combination of discretionary appropriations and user fees such as fuel and passenger-ticket taxes. In the lower 48 states, the bill would phase out the Essential Air Service program that subsidizes commercial service to smaller cities. The bill also would impose rules making it more difficult for air and rail workers to organize into unions. Poe Yes 

Union Elections: Refused, 206-220, to strip HR 658 (above) of language making it harder for airline and railroad workers to unionize. Poe No

 Aviation Regulations: Amended, 215-209, HR 658 (above) to make it more difficult for the Federal Aviation Administration to write regulations for the aviation industry. In part, the measure requires the FAA to tailor rules to fit specific sectors of the industry and raises the bar for showing that regulations’ costs on the industry justify their safety benefits to the flying public. Poe Yes.

Air Marshals: Defeated, 184-235, a Democratic motion to HR 658 (above) requiring the assignment of a Federal Air Marshal to every high-risk passenger flight in the United States. Ayes vote backed the motion. Poe No

Republican Budget Cuts: Passed, 221-202, a Republican bill (HR 1255) aimed at gaining the enactment of $61 billion in GOP budget cuts (HR 1) that both the Senate and President Barack Obama have turned against. The House passed these fiscal 2011 cuts on Feb. 19 as part of HR 1. The Senate then defeated HR 1 on a vote of 44 for and 56 against, and Obama repudiated the bill. This follow-up bill would disregard the Senate and presidential opposition and “deem” HR 1 to be law if the Senate fails to pass it by April 6. This new bill also would prevent members of Congress from receiving paychecks during any government shutdown. Poe No

 Congressional Pay Denial: Defeated, 188-237, a Democratic motion to HR 1255 (above) to prevent members of Congress or Obama from receiving paychecks during any government shutdown.     Poe No

D.C. School Vouchers: Passed, 225-195, a bill (HR 471) to revive the District of Columbia’s school-voucher system at a cost of $100 million over five years in deficit spending. Poe Yes

Mortgage Foreclosures: Approved, 252-170, repeal of a 2-year-old voluntary program that uses federal subsidies to induce banks to ease the terms of distressed residential mortgages before they reach foreclosure. The bill (HR 839) awaits Senate action. Poe Yes
 
Military Benefits: Defeated, 185-238, a motion by Democrats to continue the Home Affordable Modification Program (HR 839, above) for active-duty military personnel and Gold Star families. Poe No 
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Bills that may receive floor action this week. 

	Senate chamber

	House chamber

	Federal Aviation Administration
	S.223
	H.R.658



	Popular Titles and Subjects

	# — Active Legislation
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	1099, repeal expansion of reporting requirements
	S.18, S.72, Sec. 1101, S.223, S.Amdt.161 to S.493
	H.R.4

	A — Active Legislation
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	Abortion, prohibit taxpayer funding of
	 
	H.R.3, H.R.217, H.R.358*

	C — Active Legislation
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	Congressional pay raise, eliminate automatic adjustment
	S.133, S.148
	H.R.343

	E — Active Legislation
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	EPA, restrict or delay Federal regulation of greenhouse gases
	S.228, S.231, S.482, S.Amdt.183 to S.493
	Sec. 4015, H.R.1, H.R.97, H.R.153, H.R.199, H.R.910*

	H — Active Legislation
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	Health care overhaul, prohibit use of Federal funds to implement certain provisions
	 
	Sections 4016-4019 and Section 4034, H.R.1

	Health care overhaul, repeal and replace
	S.192, S.Amdt.13 to S.223
	H.R.2, H.Res.9

	House spending, reduce authorization amounts for 2011-12
	 
	H.Res.22

	N — Active Legislation
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	Net neutrality rule, resolution of disapproval
	S.J.Res.6
	H.J.Res.37

	NPR, prohibit Federal funding of
	 
	H.R.1076

	P — Active Legislation
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	Patent law
	 
	S.23

	PATRIOT Act, 90-day extension of certain provisions
	H.R.514
	P.L.112-3

	PATRIOT Act, extend certain provisions
	S.193*, S.289, S.290, S.291
	 

	R — Active Legislation
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	Rescission requests, establish an expedited procedure for the President
	S.102
	H.R.1043

	Regulations, require Congressional approval of major Federal rules
	S.299
	H.R.10

	S — Active Legislation
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	Senate rules, amend rules related to cloture and floor debate
	S.Res.8, S.Res.10, S.Res.21
	 

	Senate rules, amend rule related to notices of intent to object
	S.Res.28
	 

	Senate rules, amend rule related to reading of amendments
	S.Res.29
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