February 27, 2011
Summary of how Cornyn, Hutchison and Poe voted this past week: 

Senate 
Not in session this past week.

House
Not in session this past week.
 Active Legislation 

112th Congress (2011-2012)
Updated February 22, 2011
Reference: The Library of Congress Thomas
Details of bills can be found at:

http://www.senate.gov/pagelayout/legislative/b_three_sections_with_teasers/active_leg_page.htm
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	1099, repeal expansion of reporting requirements
	S.18, S.72, S.Amdt.9 to S.223
	H.R.4
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	Abortion, prohibit taxpayer funding of
	 
	H.R.3, H.R.217, H.R.358

	C — Active Legislation

Key
Return to top of page


	Congressional pay raise, eliminate automatic adjustment
	S.133, S.148
	H.R.343
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	EPA, restrict or delay Federal regulation of greenhouse gases 
(SEE: Popular Documents for discussion draft of Upton-Inhofe legislation) 
	S.228, S.231
	H.R.97, H.R.153, H.R.199, H.Amdt.101 to H.R.1, 
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	Health care overhaul, prohibit use of Federal funds to implement certain provisions
	 
	H.Amdt.102 to H.R.1, H.Amdt.104 to H.R.1, H.Amdt.105 to H.R.1, H.Amdt.106 to H.R.1, H.Amdt.138 to H.R.1

	Health care overhaul, repeal and replace
	S.192, S.Amdt.13 to S.223
	H.R.2, H.Res.9

	House spending, reduce authorization amounts for 2011-12
	 
	H.Res.22

	P — Active Legislation
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	PATRIOT Act, 90-day extension of certain provisions
	 
	H.R.514

	PATRIOT Act, extend certain provisions
	S.289, S.290, S.291
	 

	R — Active Legislation
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	Rescission requests, establish an expedited procedure for the President
	S.102
	 

	Regulations, require Congressional approval of major Federal rules
	S.299
	H.R.10

	S — Active Legislation
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	Senate rules, amend rules related to cloture and floor debate
	S.Res.8, S.Res.10, S.Res.21
	 

	Senate rules, amend rule related to notices of intent to object
	S.Res.28
	 

	Senate rules, amend rule related to reading of amendments
	S.Res.29
	 


New Breed of Republicans is Taking on the Debt Crisis 

The turmoil now gripping statehouses in Wisconsin, Ohio, Indiana and soon others marks an epic political moment. The nation faces a fiscal crisis of historic proportions and, remarkably, our muddled, gridlocked, allegedly broken politics have yielded singular clarity.

At the federal level, President Obama’s budget makes clear that Democrats are determined to do nothing about the debt crisis, while House Republicans have announced that beyond their proposed cuts in discretionary spending, their April budget will actually propose real entitlement reform. Simultaneously, in Wisconsin and other states, Republican Governors are taking on unsustainable pension and health care obligations, while Democrats are full-throated in support of the public-employee unions crying, “NO.”

We have heard everyone from Obama’s own debt commission to the chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff call the looming debt a mortal threat to the nation. We have watched Greece self-immolate. We can see the future. The only question has been: When will the country finally rouse itself? 

Amazingly, the answer is: now. Led by famously progressive Wisconsin, Scott Walker at the state level and Budget Committee Chairman Paul Ryan at the congressional level a new generation of Republicans has looked at the debt and is crossing the Rubicon. Recklessly principled, they are putting the question to the nation. Are we a serious people?

Obama Wants $8 Gasoline

Before he was appointed energy secretary, Chu expressed a fondness for high European gas prices as a means of reducing consumption of fossil fuels. In September 2008, he told the Wall Street Journal: "Somehow we have to figure out how to boost the price of gasoline to the levels in Europe." Gas prices in Europe then averaged about $8 a gallon.

Certainly every administration energy decision has had the effect of raising energy prices. The Deepwater Horizon disaster gave the administration the excuse for a drilling moratorium in the Gulf of Mexico, one that a federal judge overturned. When the administration reinstated the ban, it was found in contempt of court.

A virtual regulatory ban continues today. At least 103 drilling permits await approval by a federal government that has not approved a single new permit since the moratorium was allegedly lifted last October.

The administration has announced that the eastern Gulf and the Atlantic and Pacific coasts will be off-limits for the next seven years. The Interior Department has canceled four pending lease sales in Alaska.

Drilling in that state's Arctic National Wildlife Refuge is prohibited, and oil-rich offshore areas have been designated as critical polar bear habitat despite a booming bear population.

The administration's hostility to fossil fuels is documented. Immediately on taking office, Interior Secretary Ken Salazar canceled 77 leases for oil and gas drilling in Utah. Recently, in a stunning land grab, Salazar issued an order allowing Bureau of Land Management officials to place land with "wilderness characteristics" off-limits to energy development. Some 6 million acres in energy-rich Utah would be affected.

The day before President Obama was inaugurated; the average price of a gallon of gas was $1.83, the Heritage Foundation notes. Today it's well over $3 and on the way to $4. Prices for this February and last December were the highest ever for those months.

John Hofmeister, former president of Shell Oil, told Platt's Energy Week Television that Americans could be paying $5 for a gallon of gasoline by 2012 based on the uncertainty of world events, the lack of domestic supply and increased worldwide demand fueled by countries like India and China.

Democrats once accused Big Oil of deliberately restricting supply to enrich itself. Now the Obama administration is doing the same on purpose.
Sources: Library of Congress, Houston Chronicle, Investors Business Daily
